Calling

“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and before you were born | consecrated you”.

(Jeremiah 1:5)

The word vocation has an old-fashioned ring to it. For many, it suggests priests, nurses, or those
rare souls who seem to have known their purpose from childhood. Yet the idea of a calling is far
broader, deeper, and more human than a single career path. At its heart, it is about listening.
Listening to God, to conscience, to the needs of the world, and to the person we are gradually
becoming.

In a culture that often measures success by income, status, or productivity, the language of calling
can feel almost subversive.

We are encouraged to ask, What do | want to do? or What will pay the bills?

As Christians we need to ask a different question: What am I called to give?

The poet Rainer Maria Rilke advised patience with life’s unanswered questions, trusting that
meaning unfolds in time. This resonates deeply with the idea of a calling, which is rarely clear all at
once.

For most people, vocation does not arrive with a dramatic revelation. It emerges slowly, through
experience, failure, restlessness, and joy. Cardinal John Henry Newman, one of the most
influential figures in British religious thought, wrote with characteristic clarity: “God has created me
to do Him some definite service; He has committed some work to me which He has not committed
to another.”

Jeremiah’s words from God are not a promise of ease, but of intention. Similarly, the New
Testament emphasises diversity of callings within a shared life. St Paul writes: “There are different
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit... Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part

of it". (1 Corinthians 12:4, 27)

No calling makes sense in isolation. It is not a competition. It is collaborative.

It is not self-fulfilment, it is service. C. S. Lewis cautioned against the anxiety of self-invention,
suggesting instead that purpose is found through obedience and humility. In Mere Christianity, he
notes that we become most ourselves not by striving inwardly, but by turning outward towards
both to God and to other people.

Discerning vocation is less about grandiose plans and more about faithful steps. It involves prayer,
reflection, wise counsel, and an honest look at what gives life — not only to ourselves, but to
others. It also requires courage, because following a calling may not align neatly with external
expectations. This echoes Rainer Maria Rilke — it all takes time and patience.



Whether it is in the small, seemingly unimportant decisions made in our everyday lives; or in
deeper questions of changing workplaces, economic uncertainty, and shifting social structures, our
calling offers a steady compass. It reminds us that our lives have meaning beyond efficiency and
productivity. That purpose of our lives is often found where love, skill, and need quietly meet.

This sense of “definite service” does not mean uniqueness in the sense of fame or greatness.
Rather, it points to faithfulness in the particular circumstances of our lives: our relationships, work,
communities, and limitations. A calling is often discovered and developed not by escaping ordinary
life, but by paying closer attention to it. George Eliot, whose novels are deeply concerned with
moral responsibility, observed: “What do we live for, if it is not to make life less difficult to each
other?”

Perhaps most reassuringly, vocation is described as something prepared with us in mind: “For we
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life”. gphesians 2:10)

Our calling is not something we invent. It is something we receive — and respond to — one day at
atime.

With much love and many blessings
LucyA



